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Lord Curzon, who is more favourably disposed towards
them than perhaps any other writer, applies the epithet
"ugliness" especially to the inhabitants of the coast
districts between the Bed Eiver delta and Hue. He
also admits that "the Annamites have the faults insepar-
able from an Oriental race that has never been divorced
from its own surroundings. They are tricky and deceit-
ful, disposed to thieve when they get the chance,
mendacious and incurable gamblers, who never lose an
opportunity of throwing a die or casting a lot." On the
other hand, he declares that he has nowhere met " a more
gentle and amicable race. They have the submissive-
ness without the nerveless apathy of the Hindu, while
they possess industrial aptitudes, rendering them diligent
workmen, and an artistic ingenuity which on the one hand
makes them excellent cooks, and on the other inspires
the various artistic productions, such as inlaid work in
motherof-pearl, embroideries, wood-carving, and jewellery.
Though not a courageous people in the sense of inviting
or voluntarily meeting danger, they are very tenacious
in resistance, and make capital soldiers against an
Asiatic enemy. They are, moreover, hospitable, polite,
lively, sentimental, .and of easy temper. - The women
present two types, the wife or concubine, who is merely
the brainless instrument of her master's pleasure, and the
active and business-like housewife, who toils hard either
in the fields or at the oar, and who in the upper ranks
of life frequently takes to business and manages all her
husband's affairs."

Much of this is unquestionably true, and the artistic
or at least mechanical faculty is certainly well developed,
as shown in the surprising skill displayed in the con-
struction of the embankments erected to protect the flat
lands of the Red Eiver delta against the periodical
floods, works involving more patient labour and ingenuity
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